GRF1


	RGC Ref No.



RESEARCH GRANTS COUNCIL

Application for Allocation from

the General Research Fund for 2009 / 2010
Application Form (GRF1)

[Please read the Explanatory Notes GRF2 carefully before preparing the proposal]

PART I  SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

[To be completed by the applicant(s)]

1(a). Title of Project:

1(b) i). Primary Field: _____________________ & Code ____


Secondary Field: _____________________ & Code ____

1(b) ii). A maximum of five keywords to characterise the work of your proposal

(maximum 30 characters for each keyword)

1(b) iii). Allocation Requested from the Earmarked Research Grant:

[The amount shown here should be the same as shown in item 10 of Part II below]

Project Duration: 











        Months
Total cost of the project:

	(a) Staff (Payment to Co-I is prohibited)
	

	i) Senior Research Assistant
	HK$

	ii) Research Assistant
	HK$

	(b) Other Personnel (Payment to Co-I is prohibited)
	HK$

	(c) Relief Teacher (required exceptionally)
	HK$

	(d) Equipment
	HK$

	(e) General Expenses 

	HK$

	(f) Research Experience for Undergraduate Students ($2,500 / month)
	HK$

	(g) Stipends to Research Postgraduate Students
	HK$

	(h) Conference (standard rate: $12,000 per year) 

	HK$


Less :

	(a) Institutional funding for provision of research experience for

undergraduate student

	HK$

	(b) Other research funds secured from other sources   
	HK$


	Amount requested *:
	HK$

	Plus :
	

	On-costs (15% of the amount requested) : 
	HK$

	Grand total amount requested :
	HK$


* The amount will be reduced further if additional funds from other sources have been secured after submission of this application.  The threshold limits for applications are $150,000 for projects in the fields of Engineering, Physical Sciences and Biology & Medicine, and $100,000 for projects in the fields of Humanities, Social Sciences & Business Studies.

1(c). i. Nature of Application ~
(
New [i.e. PI and/or Co-I(s) applying for RGC funds on this research topic for the

first time]. Please give further details in Part II item 2.

(
Re-submission [i.e. PI and/or Co-I(s) have previously applied for RGC funds on

this research topic but application not supported]. Please give further details in

Part II item 4.

(
On-going [i.e. PI and/or Co-I(s) extending work previously funded by the RGC].  Please give further details in Part II items 2, and 7-8.

ii. Special funding template ~ (Applicants can select more than one box)

(
Application for Clinical Research Fellowship Scheme (Please also complete an

additional form (Enclosure I) and see (Enclosure II)) (only available for

applications under B & M Panel)

(
Application for individual research (see Enclosure III) (only available for

applications under H Panel)

(
Application for longer-term research grant (see Enclosure IV)

(
Application for employment of relief teacher under Humanities Sub-Panel (see

Enclosure V) (only available for applications under H Panel with the primary

field in the four specified disciplines)

(
Application for provision of research experience for undergraduate student (see

Enclosure VI)

1(d). Abstract of Research comprehensible to a non-specialist (maximum one A-4 page in

standard GRF Format for attaching PDF documents or maximum 400 words for direct input in the text box):
2(a). Investigator(s) information:

Name(s) and Academic Affiliation(s) of Applicant(s):

Name 



Post 

Unit/ Department/

Institution



________________________________________________________________________

Principal












Investigator 











(PI): (with title)










2(b). Is the PI a new appointee within two years of full-time paid appointment to his/her first substantive academic/research position in a university at the time of submission of the proposal?

Yes
 (
 



No  (


2(c). Curriculum vitae (CV) of applicant(s).

[For the PI and each Co-I, please attach one A-4 page CV (with a maximum of 400 words) per person in the following format.]

i) Name:

ii) Academic qualifications:

iii) Previous academic positions held (with dates):

iv) Present academic position:

v) Previous relevant research work:

vi) Publication records :

Section A - Five most representative publications in recent five years

Section B - Five representative publications beyond the recent five-year period with the latest publication entered first.

vii) Others (please specify):

PART II  DETAILS OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

[To be completed by the applicant(s)]

RESEARCH DETAILS

1. The project objectives

(Maximum 800 words for the project objectives and long-term impact)

Long-term impact

[Identify the key issues and problems being addressed, and state the possible outcome of the research project in terms of its relevance, significance and value]

[Please list the objectives in point form below]

Objectives

2. Background of research 3 (a) Research plan and methodology:

Overall page limit : Maximum seven A-4 pages in total in Standard GRF Format (Font: Times New Roman, Font Size: 12 points, Margin: 1 inch all round, Spacing: Single-line spacing) for 2. Background of Research and 3(a). Research Plan and Methodology, excluding references.)

2.
Background of research

[Summarize and give key references on related work, including previous and alternative approaches to the problem, in two sections: (A) work done by others; and (B) work done by you]

[For section B, if this is a new project, include the reasons and the relevant findings, if any, for undertaking this research; if this project arises from an on-going research, give an update on the progress of the research concerned]

3(a). Research plan and methodology

3(b). Maximum two non-text pages of attached diagrams, photos, charts, and table etc, if any.

3(c). Reference (All references should be provided in full and include all authors.)

4(a). Is this proposal a re-submission or largely similar to a proposal that has been submitted to the RGC or other funding bodies?

Yes  (




No  (


If yes, please state the funding agency(ies) and the funding programme(s):

Reference No(s).: [for RGC-funded projects only]:

Project title(s) : [if different from Item 1(a) of part I above.]

Date(month/year) of application:

Outcome:

4(b). If this application is the same as or similar to one(s) submitted previously, what were the main concerns / suggestions of the reviewers then?

4(c). Please give a brief response to the points mentioned at 4(b) above, highlighting the major changes that have been incorporated in this application.

5(a). Is there similar or related research being carried out at your institution(s)?

Yes  (




No  (


If yes, please give a brief account including names of investigators, departmental and

institutional affiliations, project title(s) and nature of the project(s): (Maximum 400 words)

5(b). Is/are there any other proposal(s) being submitted by PI or Co-Is to the RGC (including those submitted by PI or Co-Is through other institutions) in this funding exercise?

Yes  (  


    No  (
If yes, please give the following details -

Proposal(s) submitted by the PI in the capacity of Co-I
(i) Project title:
(ii) Name of PI(s) of the Project(s):

(iii) A brief account of the proposal(s) and an explanation on the differences between the

proposal(s) concerned and this application: (Maximum 400 words)
Proposal(s) submitted by the Co-I in the capacity of PI or Co-I
(i) Project title:
(ii) Capacity : PI ( or Co-I (
(iii) Name of PI(s) of the Project(s) :
(iv) A brief account of the proposal(s) and an explanation on the differences between the

proposal(s) concerned and this application: (Maximum 400 words)

5(c). Is there similar proposal being submitted by PI or Co-I(s) to other competitive funding schemes of the RGC / other public or government funding agencies?

Yes  (




No  (
If yes, please give the following details -

(i) The funding agency(ies) and the funding programme(s):

(ii) Reference No(s): (for RGC funding schemes only)

(iii) Proposal Title(s):

(iv) A brief account of the proposal(s) including month & year of application and an explanation on the differences between the proposal(s) concerned and this application:

(Maximum 400 words)

5(d). Is there similar project by PI or Co-I(s) already funded by other competitive funding schemes of the RGC / other public or government funding agencies?

Yes  (




No  (
If yes, please give the following details -

(i) The funding agency(ies) and the funding programme(s):

(ii) Reference No(s): (for RGC funding schemes only)

(iii) Proposal Title(s):

(iv) A brief account of the proposal(s) including month & year of application and an explanation on the differences between the proposal(s) concerned and this application: (Maximum 400 words)

Important Notes for 5(b) - 5(d):

It is the responsibility of applicants (both PI and Co-I) to ensure that no double funding from different funding schemes / agencies will be/have been sought for the same / substantially similar research project.  Breach of this rule or failure to declare similarity of proposals may result in disqualification of the application, which will also be taken into account by the RGC as part of the PI’s track record when assessing future applications from the same PI.  The RGC reserves the ultimate right to reject or disqualify future applications in serious cases.  In 5(b), PIs/Co-Is are required to explain the differences of all their applications submitted in GRF 2009/10 in the capacity of PIs or Co-Is.
6. Plan(s) for collaboration in this application:

[Indicate the role and the specific task(s) the PI and each Co-I, if any, is responsible for.]

[Letter(s) of collaboration can be attached to section 17]

GRANT RECORD OF INVESTIGATOR(S)

7(a). Details of on-going and completed research projects funded from all (GRF and non-GRF) sources undertaken by the PI (in a PI or Co-I capacity) in the past five years.

(i). Completed GRF and non-GRF projects (no abstract is required)

Project Title
PI/Co-I
Project Ref. No.
Funding
Start Date
Completion

Source(s) and
Date

Amount(HK$)

(ii). On-going GRF and non-GRF projects


[Please attach a copy of the original abstract of each listed project]
Project Title
PI/Co-I
Project Ref. No.
Funding
Start Date
Estimated
Source(s) and
Completion
Amount(HK$)
Date
7(b). Details of on-going and completed research projects funded from all (GRF and non-GRF) sources undertaken by each Co-I (in a PI capacity) in the past three years
(i). Completed GRF and non-GRF projects (no abstract is required)

Name of Co-I(s)
Project Title
Project
Funding
Start Date
Completion
Ref. No.
Source(s) and
Date


Amount(HK$)

(ii). On-going GRF and non-GRF projects


[Please attach a copy of the original abstract of each listed project]
Name of Co-I(s)
Project Title
Project
Funding
Start Date
Estimated

Ref. No.
Source(s) and       
Completion


Amount(HK$)       
Date

8. Major research output of previously funded projects (GRF and non- GRF sources) in descending chronological order, undertaken by the PI and each Co-I relevant to this application.

[Provide a summary (maximum 400 words in total) on the progress/ publications/ conferences/ student-training, etc. of the projects, with the relevant project reference no.]

PROJECT FUNDING

9. Expected duration of this project (in months): 

Proposed start date:
            Estimated completion date: 
10 (a). Estimated cost and resource implications:

________________________________________________________________________

Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Total

(HK$)  (HK$)   (HK$)  (HK$)  (HK$)  (HK$)

________________________________________________________________________

(i) Staff #

Rank

Monthly salary x No. x Months

(ii) Other Personnel#
Rank

Monthly salary x No. x Months

(iii) Relief Teacher

[see Enclosure III for individual research and Enclosure V for relief support under Humanities Sub-Panel]

Rank

Monthly salary x Months

(iv) Equipment ^
[please itemize and provide quotations for each item costing over HK$200,000]

(v) General Expenses [please itemize]

(vi) Research Experience for Undergraduate Students (See Enclosure VI)
(vii) Stipends to Research Postgraduate Students@
(viii) Conference Expenses [see Explanatory Notes]

________________________________________________________________________

Amount Requested *






# Co-Is are not regarded as staff and must not be remunerated with salaries.

^ RGC fund must not be used to purchase personal electronic devices such as cell phones, iPod, MP3 Players, digital cameras and PDAs except with sound justifications, in addition, the RGC will not provide funding for the purchase or use of standard equipment (e.g. desktop PCs, servers, laptop computers, printers, scanners) and standard software licence / dataset (e.g. Windows, MS-Office) known to be available or reasonably expected to be provided in the institutions concerned.
@ Standard rate of stipends of the institution concerned should be used.
* An additional 15% of the total GRF project grant awarded will be provided as on-costs to the institutional management
10(b).
Declaration on the Equipment Procurement


( 
(i) I declare that no equipment is required


OR

· (ii) I declare that the equipment indicated at 10(a)(iv) above is not available in the institution
OR



( 
(iii) I declare that all or some of the equipment (please provide details in the following text box) indicated at 10(a)(iv) above is available in the institution but cannot be used by me in view of the following reasons (maximum 200 words)

Reasons : (Maximum200 words)

10(c).
Declaration on the research-related software licence / dataset

( 
(i) I declare that no research-related software licence / dataset is required


OR


( 
(ii) I declare that the research-related software licence / dataset indicated at 10(a) above is not available in the institution


OR



( 
(iii) I declare that all or some of the research-related software licence / dataset (please provide details in the following text box) indicated at 10(a) above is available in the institution but cannot be used by me in view of the following reasons (maximum 200 words)
Reasons : (Maximum200 words)

11. Justifications for each category/item of the budget in the section of "Estimated Cost" in Part II:

[Detailed justifications should be given in order to support the request]

(maximum 200 words for each box)

(a) Staff

(b) Other Personnel 

(c) Relief Teacher

(d) Equipment

(e) General Expenses

(f) Research Experience for Undergraduate Students 

(g) Stipends to Research Postgraduate Students

(h) Conference Expenses ※
※ A standard provision of $12,000 per year for each funded project may be provided for travelling in connection with attending conferences/meetings outside Hong Kong upon request.

12. Existing facilities and major equipment available for this research project:

(Maximum 400 words)

13(a). Other research funds already secured for this research proposal:

Source             Amount

(HK$)*

* This amount will be deducted from the allocation requested in Item 13(b) below.

13(b). Allocation from Earmarked Research Grant requested: HK$ 

[The amount shown here should be the same as shown in Item 1(b)iii of Part I above]

13(c). Other research funds to be or are being sought for this research proposal.

[If funds under this item are secured, the amount of the Earmarked Research Grant to be awarded may be reduced]:

Source


 
Amount

(HK$)

ANCILLARY INFORMATION

14. Research ethics/safety approval:

It is the responsibility of the institution and the PI to ensure that the research proposal is

carefully reviewed for its compliance with applicable laws, health and safety guidelines and ethical standards. Ethics clearance should be sought for research involving living animals and/or human subjects including social science research involving human subjects (e.g. potential physical or psychological harms, discomfort or stress to human participants that a research project might generate, subjects’ privacy etc.). The primary responsibility of seeking the relevant approval and ethics clearance rests with the PI. The PI’s institution is required to complete and sign Part III of this application form to confirm whether the research proposal involves human subjects and certify whether the relevant approval is required and if required, the relevant approval has been given / is being sought.

(a) I confirm that the research proposal ( involves*/ ( does not involve* human subjects.

Note: All proposals involving human subjects MUST obtain ethics clearance.* Please tick as appropriate.

(b) Please tick the appropriate boxes to confirm if approval for the respective ethics and/or safety issues is required and has been / is being obtained from the PI’s institution.

	Approval not required
	Approval obtained
	Approval being sought
	

	(
	(
	(
	(i) Human research ethics *

	(
	(
	(
	(ii) Animal research ethics

	(
	(
	(
	(iii) Biological safety

	(
	(
	(
	(iv) Ionizing radiation safety

	(
	(
	(
	(v) Non-ionizing radiation safety

	(
	(
	(
	(vi) Chemical Safety


(c) If approval is required by other authorities, please indicate below the names of the

authorities and the prospects of obtaining such approval. If not applicable, please put down "N.A.".

------------------------------------------

* Including ethics involving human subjects in social science research (e.g. potential physical or psychological

harm, discomfort or stress to human subjects in a research project, subjects' privacy etc.).  All proposal involving human subjects MUST obtain ethics approval/exemption.
15(a). List of proposed reviewers:


Points to note before completion:-

· This is NOT a compulsory section but nomination of reviewers, especially in very specialized field area is most welcome. This list serves as a reference for the RGC Panel. The named reviewer(s) may or may not be chosen to review the application.

· Applicant(s) can nominate none or a maximum of five reviewers. They should preferably be experts whom the applicant(s) has no relationship with. If however the applicant(s) i.e., the PI as well as the Co-I(s), decide to nominate reviewers with a past or present relationship, a declaration on the association must be made. It is the responsibility of the PI and the Co-I(s) to ensure that all relationships are fully and accurately declared. Failure of PI and / or Co-I(s) to disclose fully or accurately the relationship will result in disqualification of the application, which will also be taken into account by the RGC as part of the track record of the concerned PI / Co-I(s) when assessing future applications from the same PI / Co-I(s) in the capacity of PI. The RGC reserves the ultimate right to reject or disqualify future applications in serious cases.

· PIs must ensure that their nominations of external reviewers are made known to the Co-I(s). Otherwise, the Co-I(s) will not be able to declare relationship with the nominated reviewers as required, and thus leads to disqualification of the applications.
· Please DO NOT put down here the name(s) of any reviewer(s) whom the applicant(s) may wish to exclude from being invited for assessment.

15(b). Declaration of any past and present relationship between the investigator(s) i.e., PI and

Co-Is, and the nominated reviewers [minimum one tick per reviewer]:

	Nature of relationship (please elaborate in 15(c))
	Reviewer

	
	(i)
	(ii)
	(iii)
	(iv)
	(v)

	Supervisor or Supervisee of PhD or MPhil studies


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Advisor or Advisee in research studies/research

Projects


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Colleagues in the same organization (please specify if in the same department)


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Collaborators in research projects/programmes


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Co-authors of papers/patents/publications


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Partners or co-organizers of major events


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Long-time personal friends


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Teacher at undergraduate studies


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Fellow members of the same editorial board


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Others (please specify)


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	None
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


15(c). Elaboration on the nature of the relationship declared in Section 15(b) (e.g. when and

where the relationship was / is developed, name / nature of project, publications or

events involved):

16. DATA ARCHIVE POSSIBILITIES

Is the proposed project likely to generate data set(s) of retention value?

Yes  (




No  (
If yes, please describe the nature, quantity and potential use of the data set(s) in future.

Are you willing to make the data set(s) available to others for reference twelve months after the publication of research results or the completion of this proposed project?

Yes  (




No  (
I/We understand that the RGC only considers data archiving requests after the completion of the RGC-funded project, and the Council has full discretion in funding the archiving requests. Data sets archived with RGC funds will require users to acknowledge the originator and the RGC. The originator will also be provided with copies of all publications derived from the use of the data.

17. Supporting Documents (e.g.: Letters of collaboration, ethics/safety approval letters etc.)

Note: i) Applicants should not make use of the section to supplement the contents of other sections.

ii) Maximum 20 words for each box..
PART III 
INSTITUTIONAL ENDORSEMENT AND DECLARATION OF 




RESEARCH ETHICS/SAFETY

(To be completed and signed by the appropriate authority of the institution.  The institution should confirm that it has evaluated and given support to the application before submission to the RGC.  It is required to verify that a PI fully meets the criteria for and is not debarred from GRF. Before giving the various confirmations required, the institution should satisfy itself that the PI is in all respects suitable to submit a project for RGC funding and complete the project, if funded.  It is also required to report to the RGC immediately if a PI subsequently becomes ineligible for the grant.)

1. INSTITUTIONAL ENDORSEMENT

(* Please tick as appropriate)

I confirm that:

Staff eligibility requirement for GRF
(a)
the application has been evaluated and endorsed by the institution for submission to the RGC;

(b) 
the PI*, in the staff grade_____ , meets fully the stipulated staff eligibility requirement for and is not debarred from applying RGC grant GRF;

*where the PI is newly appointed, the institution has formally entered into a contract of service with him/her on or before 31 October 2008 and the contract requires him/her to report duty on or before 1 May 2009.

(c)
(
* the PI is/will be employed on permanent term

(
* the PI is/will be employed on fixed term contract#

# if the PI is/will be employed on a fixed term contract, the PI will still be eligible for an GRF grant at the time of funding award being made in June of next year and for at least the first year of the project's planned duration;

(d)
(
*# the PI is/will be a visiting scholar

(
* the PI is NOT a visiting scholar

#where the PI is a visiting scholar, he/she has a full-time employment with the institution covering at least one year or the expected duration of the project whichever is the longer;

(e) 
the institution will inform the RGC as soon as the PI ceases to be eligible to apply, receive or hold an GRF grant, and will withdraw the application, or if funded by the RGC, terminate/conclude the project as appropriate;

(f) the institution understands that the GRF grant, if given, will be withdrawn if the project does not start within one year of the funding award or the PI leaves the UGC sector within six months of project commencement. The institution should report to the RGC as soon as possible when a PI proceeds on no-pay leave/professional leave for a continuous or cumulative period exceeding 183 days within the project period;
Longer-term research grant (only for the case where PI has selected this item at Part I 1(c)(ii) )
(g) 
the PI

(
* meets

· * does not meet

the eligibility requirement for longer-term research grant as set out in the Supplementary Notes for Applicants of GRF for Longer Term Research;

Individual research (only for the case where PI has selected this item at Part I 1(c)(ii) )

(h) 
the PI

(
* meets

· * does not meet

the eligibility requirement for funding support of individual research as set out in the Supplementary Notes for Applicants of GRF for Individual Research;

(i) 
the institution


(
* will

· * will not

facilitate arrangements for time-off for applications for individual research;

Relief support under Humanities Sub-Panel (only for the case where PI has selected this item at Part I 1(c)(ii) )

(j) 
the salary for the relief teacher proposed by the PI


(
* exceeds

· * does not exceed

the salary of Staff Grade 'G' (i.e. lecturer (U)) or equivalent as set out in the Supplementary Notes for Applicants of GRF for Research Support under Humanities Sub-Panel;

Institutional Commitments

Allowance for undergraduate student helper (only for the case where PI has selected this item at Part I 1(c)(ii) )

(k) 
the institution is committed to providing a monthly allowance of $1,250 to the undergraduate student helper up to a maximum period of ten months if this proposal is funded as set out in the Supplementary Notes for Applicants of GRF for Undergraduate Student Allowance;

(l) 
adequate supervision, research facilities and training provisions


(
* will

· * will not

be in place to meet the need of RPg student(s) so employed under the research grant if this application is supported by the RGC.

(
* No RPg student will be trained in this proposed project;
(
Not applicable

(m) 
the research project under this GRF application

(
* is

· * is not

in line with the role of the institution.

(n)
(
no equipment is required 
(
the PI’s declaration and reasons at Part II 10 (b) (cited below) are true and correct and I support the PI’s request for this procurement of equipment
(o)
(
no research-related software licence / dataset is required
(
the PI’s declaration and reasons at Part II 10 (c) (cited below) are true and correct and I support the PI’s request for this procurement of the research-related software licence / dataset
(p)
(
this application does not include requests for purchasing (i) personal electronic devices such as cell phones, iPod, MP3 Players, digital cameras and PDAs except with sound justifications and (ii) standard equipment (e.g. desktop PCs, servers, laptop computers, printers, scanners) and standard software licence / dataset (e.g. Windows, MS-Office) known to be available or reasonably expected to be provided in the institutions concerned.

Notes on (l):

The primary duty of the Principal Investigator of the RGC grant is to complete the project according to plan and that the training of RPg students should not be used to justify any delay of project completion nor unsatisfactory project performance.

2.
RESEARCH ETHICS / SAFETY APPROVAL 

(Please tick ‘(’ as appropriate.)

I have examined the research proposal and confirm that:-

	(a)
	
	
	the research proposal involves human subjects

	
	

	
	and human research ethics2 
	
	approval has been obtained.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	approval is being sought.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	exemption has been obtained.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	exemption is being sought.

	
	or

	
	
	
	the research proposal does not involve human subjects.

	
	

	(b)
	the approval of the appropriate authority(ies) is not required or has been/will be obtained in respect of the following :


	
	
	Approval 

not required
	Approval 

obtained
	Approval

being sought

	(i)
	Animal research ethics
	(
	(
	(

	(ii)
	Biological safety
	(
	(
	(

	(iii)
	Ionizing radiation safety
	(
	(
	(

	(iv)
	Non-ionizing radiation safety
	(
	(
	(

	(v)
	Chemical safety
	(
	(
	(


Where such approval is required but has not yet been obtained, the institution will ensure that it will be obtained without delay.  The institution understands that if no confirmation of such approval is provided to the RGC by 30 April 2009, the RGC will regard this GRF application as being withdrawn and will stop processing it.

2 Including ethics involving human subjects in social science research (e.g. potential physical or psychological harm, discomfort or stress to human subjects in a research project, subjects’ privacy etc.). All proposals involving human subjects MUST obtain ethics approval / exemption.
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