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Semantic Innovations as a Criterion for Linguistic Subgrouping
Feng WANG and William S.-Y. WANG
Abstract In this paper, we argue that semantic innovations can be the characters for linguistic
subgrouping. Chinese dialects as the case are classified by semantic innovations in basic semantic
fields. A parsimonious algorithm, PENNY, is employed to do the quantitative analysis. The
result of subgrouping is discussed in connection with other quantitative researches and studies on
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